




The GIBA Engagement and Communication award  - Guidance and assessment criteria

The Gut-Immune-Brain Axis Network+  Communication and Engagement awards offer financial support to GIBA Network members to design and deliver public engagement activities across a range of formats. This funding empowers our members to connect with diverse audiences, share insights, and foster meaningful dialogue around gut-immune-brain research.  
Objectives of the Engagement and Communication awards 
· Ignite Curiosity: Inspire interest and spark meaningful conversations about the Gut-Immune-Brain Axis (GIBA) across diverse audiences. 
· Empower Understanding: Enhance public knowledge of GIBA to support informed choices around health and lifestyle. 
· Build Capacity: Strengthen skills and confidence in public engagement and knowledge exchange, while sharing the passion and insights behind GIBA-related research. 
· Amplify Impact: Highlight the societal value of GIBA research, highlighting its relevance and influence beyond academic circles. 
Proposals should aim to foster meaningful dialogue and participation in Gut-Immune-Brain Axis (GIBA) research. We invite applications across the full spectrum of public engagement, from raising awareness and sharing information, to consulting, involving, collaborating with, and empowering communities. We welcome proposals that foster new two-way partnerships to shape research and those that explore creative, original approaches to public engagement and knowledge exchange.  
In alignment with our Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) policy, we strongly encourage engagement with a broad and diverse audience. This includes individuals and groups across all ages, genders, ethnicities, and social backgrounds, such as schools, families, adults, and patients. Applicants should aim to create inclusive activities that reflect and respect the diversity of the communities they serve. 


What do we offer and when to apply? 
Each award is worth up to a maximum of £1,000 and we aim to fund 10 projects per year. The deadline for application for the first call is 1st Decemebr 2025. The next deadlines for applications are 1 April  and 1 November each year. 
Applications can be submitted at any time and will be reviewed in the following round. Projects must begin after the deadline and be completed within one year of funding. Applicants can expect to hear back within 4 weeks of the deadline. 
Who can apply? 
At least one named applicant must be an active member of the GIBA Network+, for example a member of a themed working group. We welcome applications from all academic positions, including postgraduate students, postdoctoral researchers, technicians, fellows, and academic staff. 
Undergraduate students and industry partners cannot be named as lead applicants,  but can be involved in the project.  
Members can be lead applicant for one GIBA Engagement and Communication award within a 1 year period. 
Any questions about eligibility? Contact us at: contact@giba-uk.org). 
How to apply? 
Please download the application form and submit your completed application by the stated deadline to contact@Giba-uk.org. 
Before applying, we strongly recommend reviewing the guidelines, assessment criteria and terms and conditions of the award scheme to ensure your project aligns with our criteria. 
If you have any questions or would like advice while preparing your application, we encourage you to get in touch, we are here to help: contact@Giba-uk.org. 
All submissions will be evaluated by a panel of three independent assessors, ensuring a fair and thorough review process. 
Assessment criteria 
These criteria are designed to support applicants with their application and guide assessors in evaluating proposals. Each proposal will be assessed across four key criteria, with a total score of 100 points. 



Assessment Criterion 1:  
Relevance to Gut-Immune-Brain Axis (GIBA) Research. Maximum score: 20 
This criterion evaluates how effectively the proposed engagement and communication activity aligns with and supports the aims of GIBA research. 
Assessors will consider: 
The potential of the activity to strengthen engagement between researchers and the public, fostering deeper understanding of the GIBA. 
The ability to generate awareness, stimulate interest, and encourage meaningful dialogue around GIBA-related topics. 
The anticipated benefit to the broader GIBA Network+ and alignment with BBSRC strategic priorities. 
The extent to which the activity can enhance the societal impact of GIBA research, providing clear evidence of its contribution, benefit, and influence beyond academia. 
Assessment Criterion 2:  
Value to the Participating GIBA Member(s). Maximum score: 20 
This criterion assesses the personal and professional benefit of the proposed activity to the GIBA member(s) leading or involved in its delivery. 
Assessors will consider: 
The potential for the activity to support the applicants’ professional development, and in enhancing skills related to public engagement, communication, and knowledge exchange with diverse audiences. 
Opportunities for wider capacity-building, including the involvement and training of additional stakeholders, collaborators, or volunteers. 
Assessment Criterion 3:  
Value to the Target Audience. Maximum score: 20 
This criterion assesses the relevance, reach, and impact of the proposed activity for the intended audience. 



Assessors will consider: 
The relevance and appropriateness of the activity for the proposed audience, including its potential to spark interest and engagement. 
The feasibility of effectively reaching and engaging the intended audience through the proposed methods and channels. 
The anticipated scale of engagement, such as the number of individuals expected to be reached, and the strength of evidence supporting these projections. 
The potential impact of the activity in broadening public understanding of the GIBA, along with evidence of how this impact will be measured or demonstrated. 
Assessment Criterion 4:  
Planning and Delivery of the Activity. Maximum score: 40 
This criterion evaluates the overall feasibility, strategic planning, and long-term vision of the proposed engagement and communication activity. 
Assessors will consider: 
The clarity and realistic nature of the activity’s aims in relation to its timeline, budget, and overall objectives. 
The skills, experience, and preparedness of the applicant and their team to successfully deliver the activity, including how potential challenges and barriers will be identified and addressed. 
The presence of a robust and well-defined evaluation plan to assess the activity’s effectiveness and outcomes. 
Consideration of equality, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) in the activity's design and delivery. 
The potential for long-term impact, including legacy value and future directions beyond the initial delivery phase. 
 




Tips for application: 
· Clearly describe the engagement and communication activity and its relevance to GIBA research. 
· Identify your target audience and explain how you will reach and engage them. 
· Outline the personal and professional benefits to you and any collaborators. 
· Provide a realistic timeline, budget, and delivery plan. 
· Include plans for evaluation and long-term impact. 
· Address equality, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) considerations. 
· Be specific and provide evidence where possible. 
· Use plain language to ensure clarity for reviewers. 
· Seek feedback from colleagues before submission. 
· Ensure your proposal aligns with the GIBA Network+ goals and BBSRC priorities. 

Terms & conditions 
All successful application must consider the following conditions: 
· Submit a report describing the outcomes, evaluation and impact of the engagement and communication activity, within 6 weeks of the end of the project timeline. Reports will be used by the GIBA leadership team to demonstrate successfully funded projects as examples for inspiration and to help others to run similar activities. A summary of successful projects may feature as a highlight on the GIBA website. Reports may also be used by the GIBA leadership team to report to the BBSRC.   
· Provide risk assessments for all activities and send these to the GIBA Network manager before the activities take place. A risk assessment template will be provided. 
· The support from the GIBA Network+/BBSRC should be acknowledged in all related promotional and branding material. The Network manager can provide GIBA logos, which cannot altered or modified. 


· The GIBA Network manager must be kept up to date with the progress of the project, if timelines change. 
· Be open to share resources developed/produced for training purposes or for use by other GIBA network members, following a relevant and appropriate request.  The GIBA Network will always give appropriate acknowledgement to the applicants who developed the resources. 
· Be open for mentorship and follow-ups to support your project. 
· It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that all relevant approvals (e.g. ethics) and safety measures are in place as required.  
· Feedback is provided for all applications, but the outcome of the application decision is final. Incomplete applications will be rejected. 

Any questions? 
Please e-mail the GIBA Network+ Manager: contact@giba-uk.org 
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