



Mobility Award Application – Guidance
  
1. What are Mobility Awards?  
Mobility awards aim to extend and diversify the capabilities of UK GIBA researchers. Funds are available to encourage and support mobility between academic institutions or between academic and industry partners. The awards aim to promote the movement of researchers and technicians between different research settings to facilitate knowledge transfer between academics and strengthen collaborations.  

The mobility award funds may be used to: 
· Initiate a new collaboration 
· Strengthen an existing collaboration 
· Learn a new technique 
· Make use of existing resources outside the host institute 
· Facilitate the integration of different GIBA-relevant techniques 
· Lead to a funding application 
· Explore new technology transfer projects 

2. Who is eligible to apply for Mobility Awards? 
Beneficiaries of the mobility awards can be at any career stage. Individuals must be network members. Host laboratories can be based inside and outside of the UK. If the host laboratory is outside of the UK, a written justification must be provided outlining how the placement benefits the UK GIBA community.   

3. How much mobility funding is available from the GIBA Network+? 
Mobility awards may be between £500 for short-term visits to facilitate in-person collaborative activities, and up to £5,000 for longer-term and/or bilateral visits. The maximum duration is 3 months. 

4. When are the funding calls? 
The call will open at the launch event (22nd September) and it is a rolling call where applications will be reviewed bimonthly by the network leadership team. Successful applicants will be notified within a week of the review meeting. 
 
5. What is the application process?  
The applicant should complete the application form available on the GIBA Network+ website or by request to the Network Manager: contact@giba-uk.org. All applicants must be members of the GIBA Network+. 






Briefly, the application form asks for the following details: 
· Applicant details   
· Project details 
· Placement details 
· Financial details  
· Letter of support from host laboratory 

The completed application form, letter of support and any other relevant documents should be emailed to the Network Manager (contact@giba-uk.org). 

Receipt of your application will be acknowledged. The Network Manager will check that the application meets the criteria and has the required information. Any omissions that cannot be easily remedied will result in the application being returned for revision and resubmission. 

6. Details on the application and review process 
Applications for the mobility awards will be reviewed by network leadership team. Members with a conflict of interest will not be present during the discussions of that application.  

Calls will be disseminated via the GIBA website, mailing lists, Network+ seminars, partner Learned Societies, and social media channels, providing detailed instructions on the scope and application process. Funds will be aimed at covering diverse small-scale activities. These can range from interdisciplinary research projects, feasibility studies, methods or technology development, short secondments, and writing policy documents.  

Proposals will be assessed based on the following criteria:  
· Does this placement support interdisciplinary research for GIBA-related work 
· Quality of the training provided to the applicant 
· Potential for building long-term relationships and for future funding 
· Value for money and feasibility within the budget and time allocation 

7. How and when will the award be paid?  
The successful applicant will agree a start date. A formal offer letter (including award ‘Terms and Conditions’) will be issued by the University of Southampton to the successful applicant. A final expenditure claim must be submitted within one month of the project ending as part of the Project Completion Report. The Project Completion Report template will be provided by the Network Manager. Funds will be transferred from the University of Southampton to the individual’s institution. This will be detailed in the Award Letter.  




8. What reporting will be required? 
A placement completion report and a final expenditure statement (authorised by the academic organisation) must be submitted within two weeks of the placement ending and should be sent to the Network Manager (contact@giba-uk.org) detailing the skills acquired, tangible outputs, and next steps. These reports will be reviewed by the leadership team to ensure Network+ targets, identify research gaps and adjust future calls if needed. Conflicts of interest in this reviewing will be avoided. 

Briefly, the Project Completion Report will include:  
· Summary of placement outcomes  
· Future plans  
· Financial details of the actual spend of the award 

The awardee must acknowledge the support of the BBSRC award on papers and other relevant outputs emerging from placement. A full audit trail must be in place for all incurred expenditure on the project. BBSRC will not expect to see this evidence, but it should be in place and can be checked if the Research Organisation is subject to a funding assurance visit. 

9. What data protection and data sharing polices are in place?  
Copies of applications will be made available to the GIBA Network+ leadership team in confidence. Administrative staff of the University of Southampton will use the information provided in the application for processing the proposal, the award of any funding, and reporting. To meet BBSRC obligations for public accountability and dissemination of information, details of grants (including successful awards) may also be made available on the Research Councils’ website and other publicly available databases, and in reports, documents and mailing lists. BBSRC will use this information for research-related activities, including but not limited to, transfer of funds, statistical analysis in relation to evaluation of BBSRC, study of trends and policy and strategy studies. 

Any questions? 
Please e-mail the GIBA Network+ Manager: contact@giba-uk.org 
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